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Should religious schools be publicly funded? And what are the implications when they are?

These questions have become increasingly relevant in the United States in the wake of Es-
pinoza v. Montana (2020) and Carson v. Makin (2022), two U.S. Supreme Court cases that
forced states, under certain circumstances, to provide public funding to private religious
schools. But questions raised by such public funding are not unique to our nation. In fact,
many of the issues currently confronting the United States have already been wrestled with
in other countries around the world.

On September 26", two back-to-back webinars will explore these trends and issues, with an
eye to helping parents, teachers, administrators, scholars, advocates, journalists, and other
education stakeholders better understand the history and impact of state-funded religious
education in the U.S. and abroad.

The webinars, which are free to register for and attend, feature the authors of articles in a
new special issue of the Peabody Journal of Education, a peer-refereed publication. This
special issue on publicly funded religious schools considers research findings around equity,
segregation, and discrimination as they relate to state-funded religious education. Studies
presented in the special issue were conducted in Canada, Spain, and the U.S., and they ex-
amine how state-funded religious education has shifted over time as a result of factors such
as legal rulings, politics, demographic changes, global migration, and education privatiza-
tion.

http://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/newsletter-peabody



https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-1195_g314.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-1195_g314.pdf
https:/www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/21pdf/20-1088_dbfi.pdf
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qkNVTJuATS-FCAyh8gyK8Q#/registration
https://cuboulder.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qkNVTJuATS-FCAyh8gyK8Q#/registration
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/hpje20/current

The webinars are sponsored by NEPC, which invites the public to attend either or both.

Law and Public Discourse is the title of the first webinar in the series, which runs from
noon to 1 pm Eastern Time.

Kathleen Sellers of Duke University will moderate. Panelists are Sue Winton of York Uni-
versity in Canada and NEPC Fellows Bruce Baker of the University of Miami, Suzanne Eckes
of the University of Wisconsin, Preston Green of the University of Connecticut, and Kevin
Welner of the University of Colorado.

The second webinar, Catholic Culture and Market Concerns, will be held right after
the first one, from 1 to 2 pm Eastern on September 26,

Joel Malin of Miami University will moderate. Panelists will be James Coviello, Stephen Ko-
tok, and Catherine DiMartino, all of St. John’s University, Clara Fontdevila of the University
of Glasgow in Scotland, Adridn Zancajo and Antoni Verger of the Universitat Autonoma de
Barcelona, Spain, and Ee-Seul Yoon of the University of Manitoba, Canada.

Click here now to register for one or both of these two webinars.

For those interested in reading the underlying articles in the Peabody journal, they’re avail-
able (although some are behind a paywall) as follows:

Fontdevila, C., Zancajo, A., & Verger, A. (2024). Catholic Schools in the Marketplace:
Changing and Enduring Religious Identities

Green, P., Baker, B., & Eckes, S. (2024). The Potential for Race Discrimination in Voucher
Programs in a Post-Carson World

Kotok, S., DiMartino, C.C., & Coviello, J. (2024). New York City Catholic Schools Operat-
ing in the Public Space in a Post-Makin World

Welner, K. (2024). Charting the Path to the Outsourcing of Discrimination Through
School Choice

Winton, S. (2024). Same Arguments, Different OQutcomes: Struggles Over Private School
Funding in Alberta and Ontario, Canada

Yoon, E.S. (2024). Unequal City and Inequitable Choice: The Neoliberal State’s Develop-
ment of School Choice and Marketization in the Publicly Funded Catholic School Board in
Toronto, Canada

Yoon, E.S., Malin, J.R., Sellers, K.M., & Welner, K.G. (2024). Should Religious Schools Be
Publicly Funded? Issues of Religion, Discrimination, and Equity

NEPC Resources on School Choice
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https://clergyreligionresearch.duke.edu/profile/kathleen-sellers-phd/
https://edu.yorku.ca/edu-profiles/index.php?mid=696162
https://nepc.colorado.edu/author/baker-bruce-d
https://nepc.colorado.edu/author/eckes-suzanne-e
https://nepc.colorado.edu/author/green-preston
https://nepc.colorado.edu/author/welner-kevin-g
https://nepc.colorado.edu/author/welner-kevin-g
https://miamioh.edu/profiles/ehs/joel-malin.html
https://www.stjohns.edu/academics/faculty/james-c-coviello
https://www.stjohns.edu/academics/faculty/stephen-kotok
https://www.stjohns.edu/academics/faculty/stephen-kotok
https://www.stjohns.edu/academics/faculty/catherine-c-dimartino
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/education/staff/clarafontdevilapuig/
https://portalrecerca.uab.cat/en/persons/adrian-zancajo-silla
https://portalrecerca.uab.cat/en/persons/antoni-verger-planells-7
https://umanitoba.ca/education/ee-seul-yoon
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381393
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381393
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381370
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381370
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381386
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381386
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381378
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381378
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381388
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381388
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381394
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381394
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381394
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381367
https://doi.org/10.1080/0161956X.2024.2381367
https://nepc.colorado.edu/topics/1379

This newsletter is made possible in part by support provided by the Great Lakes Center for
Education Research and Practice: http://www.greatlakescenter.org

The National Education Policy Center (NEPC), a university research center housed at the
University of Colorado Boulder School of Education, sponsors research, produces policy
briefs, and publishes expert third-party reviews of think tank reports. NEPC publications
are written in accessible language and are intended for a broad audience that includes
academic experts, policymakers, the media, and the general public. Our mission is to
provide high-quality information in support of democratic deliberation about education
policy. We are guided by the belief that the democratic governance of public education is
strengthened when policies are based on sound evidence and support a multiracial society
that is inclusive, kind, and just. Visit us at: http://nepc.colorado.edu
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